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From Wandering to Illumination: 3-D Photography as a Path to 
Awakening 

Ryan J. Bush 

Abstract. This video shares my mandala-like, multiple-exposure 3-D 
photographs of trees from the series From Wandering to Illumination. For 
the full experience, search on Amazon and Etsy for ‘red/cyan 3-D glasses’. 
Starting with black-and-white photographs of bare trees in winter, the video 
takes us on a journey from the ordinary way of being, down through the 
lower levels of wandering and suffering, then emerging into the rebirth of 
spring and summer, with vibrant color photographs evoking the heights of 
awakening and illumination, and ending in a vision of the great Tree of Life, 
the radiant Oneness that joins us all together. This series was inspired by a 
vision of the World Tree in 2014, which made me realize I needed to invent 
a new photographic technique to evoke the immense power of visionary 
experiences. By weaving together the immersive images with narration and 
music, this video shows how art can help us connect with soul in direct, 
experiential ways that can be completely life-changing. Given the state of 
the world today, and how cut off from soul and meaning that so many people 
are, we need as many tools as possible to go from Wandering to 
Illumination. It’s time for us to take the next step in our evolution and finally 
start living up to our name of homo sapiens, the supposedly wise humans. 
Far more is possible than most of us realize! 
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Video 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KrCZjkDSYpA&list=PLkDy9Pm-
dHrPrKjE8Sv4WDiW4RtD54mbZ&index=3 
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